The Composition

The Journey is a four-section composition that musically depicts a real journey taken by members of the Palmetto
High School Orchestra, Palmetto, Florida. The serene and isolated single note opening the work symbolizes the original
thought of commissioning a piece. As the music unfolds, it reveals the ideas that became our plan — to combine the
commissioning of an original composition with a trip to Washington, D.C., and perform that composition in the
nation’s capital. The second section, marked Firmly portrays the planning, fundraising, and dedicated teamwork that
was realized as students, parents, and teachers worked side by side to achieve our goal. A beautiful cello solo highlights
the third section and reflects the personal tragedies and triumphs experienced by the students along the way. As we
eagerly awaited the completion of our composition, memories flooded our minds of the 18 months it had taken us to
reach our goal. Almost before we knew it, the moment had come and we found ourselves in the final section of “The
Journey” — flying to Washington, D.C., arriving at the Lincoln Memorial, setting up, tuning ...and then the moment
we had all been waiting for. Our journey had become The Journey. Its meaning was refleéted in the heatts and eyes of
everyone who had shared in this experience.

Kathy Cook, Director
Palmetto High School Orchestra
Palmetto, Florida

A Special Note from the Composer

It was a distinct honor to be involved in the venture thdt produced The Journey Theoncert tour to Washington,
D.C. was an extraordinary endeavor by this fine ensemble from Florida,an accomplishment that represents the best of
music education. The rewards from all of their hard work ahd the cofimitment to achieving their goals will provide
memories that last a lifetime. For me, the most safisfying aspect,w4s the development of a relationship with two very
special people — Jenny Proctor, principal cellist, and Kathy Cook, canductor of the Palmetto High School Orchestra. I
got to know them as musicians and as friends. Thelxs'is truly an inspirational story.

The Journey was written not just solely to premiere,on tous; but rather as a companion to accompany the group on
this ambitious project. The music is@rganized in four contiguous tovements, together depicting the range of emotions
that would be present in an undertaking of this,scope. The first section represents uncertainty and anxiety, the second
is determined and resolute, the third portrays 2 calim, contemplative quality, and finally, the fourth section is jubilant
and triumphal. The cello solo illustrates the notion that ultimately, a team of performers is a collection of individuals

who each have a voice that.contributes to a whele.
A Note from the Editor

The journey taken by Ms. Caok and her orchestra was very unique, special, and personal. The path you and your
orchestra take'when rehearsing and performing The Journey, as well as other pieces, will have many memory-filled
moments, too. It may be fun for all members or selected members of your orchestra to contribute to the development
of a year-long orchestrafournal or memory book containing personal reflections and accounts of various activities. The
journal couldalsetinelude photos, newspaper clippings, recordings, concert programs, festival adjudicator sheets, etc.
At the final concert of the year, contents of the journal could be displayed.

SO174



dedicated to Jenny Proctor and members of the 1997 Palmetto High School Chamber and Symphonic Orchestras, Palmetto, Florida
under the direction of Kathy Cook

Full Conductor Score rmg/ ‘7] W William Hofeldt
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