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About the Composer
Andrew Boysen Jr. (b. 1968) is presently a professor in the music department at the 
University of New Hampshire, where he conducts the wind symphony and teaches 
conducting and composition. Under his leadership, the UNH wind symphony has released 
six recordings and been invited to perform at regional conventions of the College Band 
Directors National Association and National Association for Music Education. Previously, 
Boysen taught at Indiana State University and Cary-Grove (IL) High School, and was the 
music director and conductor of the Deerfield Community Concert Band. He remains 
active as a guest conductor and clinician, appearing with high school, university and festival 
ensembles across the United States, Great Britain, and Australia.

Boysen earned his Doctor of Musical Arts degree in wind conducting at the Eastman School 
of Music, where he served as conductor of the Eastman Wind Orchestra and assistant conductor of the Eastman 
Wind Ensemble. He received his Master of Music degree in wind conducting from Northwestern University in 
1993 and his Bachelor of Music degree in music education and music composition from the University of Iowa in 
1991.

He maintains an active schedule as a composer, receiving commissions from festival, university, and high school 
concert bands across the United States. Boysen won the International Horn Society Composition Contest 
in 2000, the University of Iowa Honors Composition Prize in 1991 and has twice won the Claude T. Smith 
Memorial Band Composition Contest, in 1991 and 1994. Boysen has several published works with the Neil A. 
Kjos Music Company, Wingert-Jones Music, Alfred Music, Masters Music, and C. Alan Publications, including 
pieces for band, orchestra, clarinet and piano, and brass choir. Recordings of his music appear on the Sony, 
R-Kal, Mark, St. Olaf and Elf labels.

About the Composition
Wyvern Fire was commissioned by Todd Millen and the Kingswood Oxford School (CT) Band. Unlike most of my 
pieces, the title for this one came first and was the inspiration for the entire piece. Mr. Millen and I are old friends 
from Northwestern University and so it was a wonderful opportunity for me to have the chance to write for his 
band at Kingswood Oxford. Even better was the fact that I was able to meet with his students several times during 
the course of the commission, allowing them to present their own ideas about concepts for the work. During 
one of these meetings, a student in the trumpet section mentioned that the school’s mascot was the wyvern, a 
mythical beast with a dragon’s head and wings, a reptilian body, and a pointed tail. This student suggested the title 
of Wyvern Fire, and all of my ideas for the work grew from there. 

The piece begins in F phrygian and basically revolves around the alternation of two ideas. The first is an aggressive 
and driving section featuring an accompaniment of powerful parallel fifths in the lower instruments and an extensive 
array of percussion instruments with a wailing melody that is first presented in a solo clarinet. The second features 
a more scalar melody that is somewhat folk-like and ritualistic in nature. These two alternate throughout the 
work, eventually building to an intense and dramatic finish. 
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Instrumentation List

4 – 1st Flute
4 – 2nd Flute
3 – Oboe
4 – 1st B≤ Clarinet
4 – 2nd B≤ Clarinet
4 – 3rd B≤ Clarinet
2 – B≤ Bass Clarinet
3 – Bassoon
2 – 1st E≤ Alto Saxophone
2 – 2nd E≤ Alto Saxophone
2 – B≤ Tenor Saxophone
2 – E≤ Baritone Saxophone
3 – 1st B≤Trumpet
3 – 2nd B≤ Trumpet
3 – 3rd B≤ Trumpet
3 – 1st F Horn
3 – 2nd F Horn
3 – 1st Trombone
3 – 2nd Trombone
3 – 3rd Trombone
2 – Euphonium
2 – Euphonium TC
4 – Tuba
2 – Percussion I:
 Timpani (4 drums)
 Bongos
 Suspended Cymbal
2 – Percussion II:
 2 Tom-toms (Medium & Small)
 Marimba
2 – Percussion III:
 China Cymbal
 Ribbon Crashers
 Vibraphone
2 – Percussion IV:
 Bass Drum
 Tam-tam
 Finger Cymbals
2 – Percussion V:
 Log Drum
 Tambourine
 Sandpaper Blocks
 Suspended Cymbal
1 – Full Conductor Score

Approximate performance time—3:45

Additional scores and parts are available.

To hear a recording of this piece or any other publication, please visit www.kjos.com.
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Percussion I:
Timpani (4), Bongos,
Suspended Cymbal 

Percussion II:
2 Tom-toms (Med. & Small)

Marimba 

Percussion IV:
Bass Drum, Tam-tam,

Finger Cymbals 

Percussion V:
Log Drum, Tambourine,

Sandpaper Blocks,
Suspended Cymbal 
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Wyvern Fire
Andrew Boysen Jr.

(ASCAP)
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The contents of this publication are protected by copyright law. To copy or reproduce them by any method is an infringement of the copyright law. Anyone who 

reproduces copyrighted matter is subject to substantial penalties and assessments for each infringement.

Full Conductor Score
commissioned by Todd Millen and the Kingswood Oxford School (CT) Band

Approx. performance time—3:45
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.
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œ. œ. œb . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œb . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

∑

Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰
jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰

.œ jœ œ œ

.œ Jœb œ œ

∑
∑

.œ Jœ œ œ

.œ# jœ œ œ

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

.œ Jœb œ œ

.œ jœb œ œ

Jœ ‰ Œ Jœ ‰ Œ
œœ. œœ. œœbb . œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

∑
∑
∑

[61]

[61]

[61]

F
Tutti

F

F
F

F
F

62 œ. œ. œb . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œb . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

∑

Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰
jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰

œ œ œ œ œ
œb œ œ œ œ

∑
∑

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ# œ œ œ

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

œb œ œ œ œ

œb œ œ œ œ

Jœ ‰ Œ Jœ ‰ Œ
œœ. œœ. œœbb . œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

∑
∑
∑

63 œ. œ. œb . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œb . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

∑

Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰
jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰

.œ jœ œ œ

.œb Jœ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ

.œ jœ# œ œ

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

.œb Jœ œ œ

.œb jœ œ œ

Jœ ‰ Œ Jœ ‰ Œ
œœ. œœ. œœbb . œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

∑
∑
∑

P
P

64 œ. œ. œb . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œb . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

∑

Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰
jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œb œ œ œ

œ œ .˙
œ œ .˙
œ œ œ œ œ
œ# œ œ œ œ

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

œ œb œ œ œ

œ œb œ œ œ

Jœ ‰ Œ Jœ ‰ Œ
œœ. œœ. œœbb . œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

∑
∑
∑

a2

65 œ. œ. œb . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

œ. œ. œb . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

Jœ. ‰ Jœb . ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰

Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰ Jœ. ‰
jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰ jœ. ‰

.œ jœ œ œ

.œ Jœb œ œ

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

Jœ ‰ Œ Ó
.œ Jœ œ œ

.œ# jœ œ œ

w
w
wo

w
o

∑
∑

.œ Jœb œ œ

.œ jœb œ œ

Jœ ‰ Œ Jœ ‰ Œ
œœ. œœ. œœbb . œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ.

∑
∑
∑

Tutti

P cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

cresc.

ñ. cresc.

ñ. cresc.

ñ. cresc.

ñ. cresc.

Open

Open

non cresc.

non cresc.

non cresc.

non cresc.

non cresc.

non cresc.
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‰ Œ ‰
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Bongos

China Cym. & Ribbon Crashers
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ƒ  marcato
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ƒ

ƒ

ƒ  marcato

ƒ  marcato

ƒ  marcato

ƒ
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ƒ  marcato
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ƒ

ƒ

ƒ  marcato
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ƒ
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ƒ

ƒ

marcatoƒ
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