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The Arranger

8 - 1st Violin
8 - 2nd Violin
5 - Viola
5 - Cello
5 - String Bass
1 - Full Conductor Score

Additional scores and parts are available.
To hear a recording of this piece or any other Kjos publication, please visit www.kjos.com.

Jeff Bailey is a graduate of Old Dominion University with a bachelor’s degree in music 
composition and University of Virginia with a master of arts in music. He has been teach-
ing middle school orchestra since 1999, first in the Chesterfield Public Schools in Richmond, 
VA, and currently in the Virginia Beach Public Schools. Jeff’s teaching philosophy includes the 
integration and education of classical music in his middle school orchestra classrooms and 
often arranges music to support his curriculum. In 2022, Jeff was honored to be selected 
“2023-2024 Landstown Middle School Teacher of the Year.”

Bailey’s arrangements and original works have been performed with much acclaim through-
out the United States and several of his publications have been designated as J.W. Pepper 
“Editors’ Choice” selections. In addition to his music for string music education, he has also 
composed soundtrack music for educational videos.

Jeff has been a performing rock and jazz musician for over three decades, both on guitar 
and bass. He lives in Virginia Beach, Virginia with his wife and three children.

The Composition

The Czech Suite comprises five movements originally composed for two flutes, two oboes, one English horn, two clarinets, two 
bassoons, two horns, two trumpets, timpani, and strings. The Polka is the second movement of the suite and represents the 
most celebrated of traditional Czech dances. Although fast and lively overall, the piece begins in D minor and is somewhat sol-
emn in nature. The middle section shifts to F Major and perks up to being expressive and bouncy.

Antonín Dvořák composed this piece in the late 1870s when his career and fame were quickly rising. His music was becoming 
better known throughout Europe and his beloved music reflected the heritage of his homeland. The premiere performance took 
place in Prague, 1879 and was then published in 1881.
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