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the composer
Jamey simmons, Associate Professor of Jazz Studies at Middle Tennessee State 
University earned his Bachelor of Music and teaching certification at the University 
of Wisconsin — Eau Claire and in May of 2002 earned his Master of Music in Jazz 
and Contemporary Media at the Eastman School of Music. Simmons keeps up an 
active freelancing career around Nashville, TN as a jazz trumpeter and has written 
arrangements and compositions that have been performed by the Glenn Miller 
Orchestra, the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, the Nashville Jazz Orchestra, Mundell 
Lowe and Lee Konitz. His first solo CD Gold Refined in the Fire features New York 
saxophonist Scott Robinson and is available at www.simmonsjazz.com. He lives with 
his family on a farm near Wartrace, TN.

the composition
The Accidental Blues was written to exploit the possibilities of chromatic scales in the context of a Blues in Bb. With 
an initial exposition of the chromatic melody, we get some simple counterpoint at measure 19 which should be 
rehearsed with attention to balance. A shout chorus sets up the soloists (Alto Saxophone, Trumpet and Trombone) 
and an interesting interlude takes us to a final shout chorus. Encouraging your students to use pieces of the melody 
can be very effective for channeling their musical ideas.

instrumentation list
1 – Alto Sax 1
1 – Alto Sax 2
1 – Tenor Sax 1
1 – Tenor Sax 2
1 – Baritone Sax

1 – Trumpet 1
1 – Trumpet 2
1 – Trumpet 3
1 – Trumpet 4

1 – Trombone 1
1 – Trombone 2
1 – Trombone 3
1 – Trombone 4

1 – Guitar
1 – Piano
1 – Bass
1 – Drums

To hear a recording of this piece or any other Kjos publication please visit www.kjos.com.
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The Accidental Blues
Composed by Jamey Simmons

Conductor
Approx. Performance time - 3:00
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Ó
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Œ
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Œ
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∑
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