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The Composition

Beachfront Bossa is a bossa nova that provides students with an introduction to one of the most well-known styles of Brazilian music. 
As a dance, the bossa nova differs little from the samba, requiring the same subtle body rhythm and two-step foot movement. Bossa 
nova music is popular Brazilian music that evolved in the late 1950s from a union of samba (a Brazilian dance and music) and cool jazz. 
The music is syncopated often starting on up-beats. Composer Antonio Carlos Jobim and Guitarist João Gilberto may be considered 
the founders of this style. Begin Beachfront Bossa with a relaxed, steady bossa groove. Make sure the stylistic articulations are light and 
crisp throughout, while the phrases with slurs are played smooth and calm. Coming out of the solo section, pay close attention to the     

            

              
in bar 49 and the crescendo into bar 51. In bar 51, lock in both the           dynamic level and articulations—ensemble playing at its best. 

The Rit. at the end of the tune in bar 97 adds a nice touch to bring this smooth bossa nova to a relaxed ending. 

All charts in the First Place for Jazz series feature flexible instrumentation. They can be performed by the full jazz ensemble, or will 
sound full and complete with as few as nine players: Alto Saxes 1 and 2, Tenor Sax 1, Trumpets 1 and 2, Trombone 1, Piano, Bass, and 
Drums. Parts are also included for: Flute, Clarinet, F Horn, Tuba, and Baritone T.C.
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The Composition

Some Sauce-a, for Your Bossa?  is a smooth bossa nova that provides students with an introduction to one of the most well-known 
styles of Brazilian music. All ranges are written well-within reach of developing jazz bands, and the chart features a solo section that 
allows for approachable improvisation.

The opening should establish a relaxed, steady bossa groove, upon which the melody is based. When the winds enter at bar 5, make 
sure the stylistic articulations are light and crisp. Lead alto sax and trumpets bring the melody at bar 9. As the ensemble becomes fuller 
in bar 11, make sure the added accompaniment voices do not cover the melodic line. Pay close attention to the accents, so that the 
groove is a consistent bossa style. At bar 17, the saxes and trombones should be “under” the melody (alto 1/trumpets). Bar 25 brings the 
tenor saxes, baritone sax and trombones front and center. At this point, the rhythm section should be sure to leave space in the holes 
(rests) as this will solidify the groove on the bridge. Altos and trumpets should approach this section as if they were a clave or shaker, 
playing short and crisp (rhythmically speaking). The saxes take over the recap at bar 33 and should play out. Make sure the fp in bar 40 
stays soft until the crescendo in bar 42.

Bar 45 is a great “transition” time from the ensemble to the soloist, allowing a few bars for the soloist(s) to get prepared for their chorus. 
With the harmony being diatonic, students can use sub sets of the scale as a palette for their solos; then expand upon these smaller
“cells” of notes. (ex: Concert, D, E , F or F, G, A etc.) Quoting the melody is always a good place to start when building a solo. Back-
grounds should be added on cue to close out each soloist.

The last ending leads into the bridge and melody. Make sure the rhythms section catches the “stop” in bars 79–80. The drum fill in the 
last bars should be mf at best, setting up the last ensemble rhythm as the piece ends on the gentle side.

All charts in the First Place for Jazz series feature flexible instrumentation. They can be performed by the full jazz ensemble, or will 
sound full and complete with as few as nine players: 1st and 2nd Alto Saxophone, 1st Tenor Saxophone, 1st and 2nd Trumpet, 1st 
Trombone, Piano, Bass, and Drums. Parts are also included for: Flute, Clarinet, F Horn, Tuba, and Baritone T.C.

Instrumentation List

1 – Trombone 1

1 – Trombone 2

1 – Trombone 3

1 – Trombone 4

1 – Guitar

1 – Piano

1 – Bass

1 – Drums

1 – Vibes

1 – Flute

1 – Clarinet

1 – F Horn

1 – Baritone T.C. (Trombone 2 T.C.) 

1 – Tuba

1 – Full Conductor Score

1 – Alto Sax 1

1 – Alto Sax 2

1 – Tenor Sax 1

1 – Tenor Sax 2

1 – Baritone Sax

1 – Trumpet 1

1 – Trumpet 2

1 – Trumpet 3

1 – Trumpet 4

b

The Composer

Brad Ciechomski is currently the Director of Bands at Harrison Middle School in Yarmouth, Maine 
where he conducts five concert bands and three jazz bands. Brad received his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from the University of New Hampshire, where he studied composition with Andrew Boysen, 
Jr. Although experienced at all levels of the band world, Brad has focused his career on developing 
students’ passion for music in their early years.

Receiving numerous band commissions, Brad’s compositions have been showcased at national
conventions, as well as concerts abroad. Many of Brad’s compositions for concert band and jazz band 
have been published by the Neil A. Kjos Music Company. His music has been selected consistently as
“Editor’s Choice” by J. W. Pepper.

Brad is active in New England as a clinician, adjudicator, and guest conductor at music festivals
and competitions. He is also a founding member of the Portland Jazz Orchestra. As a veteran jazz drummer, Brad has appeared
on stage with jazz greats such as Clark Terry, Mel Tormé, Bob Mintzer, The New York Voices, Wayne Bergeron, Conrad Herwig,
Eric Marienthal, and John Faddis just to name a few. Brad also finds time to engineer and produce music in his home studio. He
lives in Portland, Maine with his bass playing wife, when he’s not teaching, gigging, or out on his boat.
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The Composer 
Bruce Pearson is a world-renowned music educator, author, composer, and clinician. He is the 
author of the Standard of Excellence Comprehensive Band Method, widely regarded as the 
most important contribution to the band music field in the last three decades, as well as his first 
contribution, Best In Class. His new contribution, co-authored with Ryan Nowlin, the Tradition of 
Excellence Comprehensive Band Method, is a performance-centered curriculum that seamlessly 
blends time-tested and innovative pedagogy with cutting-edge technology. He also co-authored, 
with Dean Sorenson, the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method and the Standard of 
Excellence Advanced Jazz Ensemble Method.
 
In addition to his method books, Dr. Pearson is well-known as a composer of many frequently 
performed compositions for concert band and jazz ensemble. He has led clinics in all fifty of the 
United States and has been guest conductor and clinician, by invitation, in countries throughout the 
Pacific Rim, the Orient, Europe, and the Canadian provinces.

Raised in Bloomington, Minnesota, Bruce Pearson has taught at the elementary, junior high, high school, and college levels for over 40 
years. In December of 1998, Dr. Pearson was awarded the prestigious Midwest Clinic Medal of Honor in recognition of his outstanding 
contributions to music education. In 2007, he was the recipient of the Distinguished Alumni Award at St. Cloud State University. Also 
in 2007, he was recognized as the first Patron for the Maryborough Conference in Queensland, Australia. Dr. Pearson was selected 
as a 2017 recipient of University of Northern Colorado’s Honored Alumni Award. Additionally, the American School Band Directors 
Association conferred on Dr. Pearson the 2014 Edwin Franko Goldman Award “as a symbol of high esteem and respect for outstanding 
personal contributions to the school band movement.” He continues to work as a composer, arranger, and author and is currently the 
Ministry and Music Director of two orchestras—The Alleluia Orchestra and the Twin Cities Praise Symphony.
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improvising solos on Beachfront Bossa

Improvisation is the essence of the jazz experience, and students should be encouraged to improvise solos. The solo section for 
Beachfront Bossa is found in bars 41–50. Students can improvise a solo using the notes of the concert C Natural Minor scale. For 
soloists who wish not to improvise, there is a suggested solo provided in all of the parts. It contains color tones that are not a part of this 
scale, but that may be added to any improvised solo. 

Remember that both the suggested solo and the scale are mere starting points for improvisation.  Any instrument can solo, and the solo 
section can be repeated as many times as necessary. Backgrounds can be cued at any time. 
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&
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&
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&

&
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#

#
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b b

b

b b

b b

b b

b b

b b
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..

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

......

..

..

..

..

..

..........

Alto Sax

Tenor Sax
Baritone T.C.

Baritone Sax

Flute

Clarinet

Trumpet

Trombone

F Horn

Tuba

Guitar

Bass

Drums

Vibes

Piano

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

EÈ

AÈ

EÈ

GÈ

AÈ

AÈ

GÈ

DÈ

GÈ

GÈ

GÈ

GÈ

GÈ

Suggested Solo
{41}

{41}

Open for Solos

Open for Solos

42 .œ Jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

.œ Jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

.œ jœ œ œ œ

AÈ

DÈ

AÈ

CÈ

DÈ
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CÈ

GÈ

CÈ

CÈ

CÈ

CÈ
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GÈ

GÈ
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Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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DÈ
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CÈ

CÈ

CÈ
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Tenor Sax
Baritone T.C.

Baritone Sax

Flute

Clarinet

Trumpet

Trombone

F Horn

Tuba

Guitar

Bass

Drums

Vibes

Piano
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ZB498F - Beachfront Bossa

SAMPLE




